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 part V. The Judiciary
tort or property) are the responsibility of the Lord Chancellor. In
1934 there was established a Law Revision Committee to advise on
changes in private law, where references are made to them by the
Lord Chancellor. This committee produced a number of reports up
to 1939 and most of its recommendations have become law. Under
the name of the Law Reform Committee it was revived in 1952, but
since 1945 it has also been the practice to appoint committees ad hoc
to consider changes in special topics of law and procedure.
Judicial
duties of
the Home
Secretary.
Other duties performed by a Minister of Justice elsewhere fall to
the Home Secretary. The administrative arrangements for metro-
politan courts are under the control -of the Home Office and the
Home Secretary confirms appointments of clerks to justices which
are made by magistrates' courts' committees. Magistrates' courts
are independent judicial authorities and in the exercise of their
judicial functions can be controlled only by the Queen's Bench
Division through the prerogative orders.1 The Home Office, how-
ever, exercises the function of securing uniformity by means of
advisory circulars in regard to such topics as sentences and the collec-
tion of fines, and sometimes containing advice in regard to the
interpretation of statutes and regulations. The general administra-
tion of magistrates* courts is the responsibility of the Home Secretary.
The Home Secretary is responsible for the probation system and
the care of juvenile delinquents, and through the Prison Commission
for the administration of prisons and Borstal institutions for the
treatment of young offenders. He is also responsible for deciding
whether a prisoner who has been certified as insane shall be dis-
charged from the Broadmoor Institution, a mental hospital for
criminals which is administered by the Board of Control (Ministry
of Health). Approved schools to which persons under seventeen
may be sent on conviction and remand homes ate inspected by the
Home Office.
Advocates of a Ministry of Justice argue that the present division
of responsibility between the Lord Chancellor and Home Secretary
is illogical and results in no one Minister being responsible for
reform. On the other hand, to entrust all judicial appointments to
a Minister of Justice might lead to obvious evils such as political
appointments to the Bench and promotion by seniority rather than
appointments based on merit.
Tfee Judges       The primary function of the Judiciary is to determine disputes
Destitution  eitlier between subjects °r between subjects and the State. Judges
must apply the law and are bound to follow the decisions of the
Legislature as expressed in statutes.  In interpreting statutes and
applying decided cases they do, however, to a large extent make,
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